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Public 
Speaking 

4-H Public Speaking Topic and Time 

Limits 
4th Grade  -  Describe a character trait from a story you have read.  

1-2 minutes in length 

5th Grade—Compare and contrast two historical figures. 

2-3 minutes in length 

6th Grade—Energy or Science Job 

2-3 minutes for classroom 
3-4 minutes for County and MulƟ-County CompeƟƟon 

7th –8th Grade—An inspiraƟonal story of how 4-H has impacted your life/character 

2-3 minutes for classroom 

4-5 minutes in length for County and MulƟ-County CompeƟƟon 

9th—12th grade An inspiraƟonal story of how 4-H has impacted your life/character 

5-7 minutes in length 
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Conclusion/Summary 

Modified from materials from Stupski FoundaƟon and AdLit.org 

The character trait from my story is…  

Use this graphic organizer to help write your speech…  

Main Idea  

What do the characters do that show  

this character trait? 

 

Main Idea  

Can you define or  describe this 

character trait... 

 

Main Idea  

Give an example when you’ve seen this 

character trait in acƟon... 

 

It is a great idea when wriƟng a speech to take some Ɵme to organize your thoughts. This helps you to put your        
informaƟon in order in a way that will make sense to your audience. Below, we have provided a graphic organizer to 
help with this. Do this weeks or days before you have to give your speech. 
 
Answer the quesƟons in the boxes (you may have to re-create it on a different page to  have enough space to write). 
Under the Main Idea boxes there are boxes for Important Details, write in something that relates to the Main Idea with 
the border that matches the Detail boxes. Use this space to add informaƟon that is interesƟng about your main idea. 
You are not limited to the quesƟons in the Main Idea boxes. Feel free to be creaƟve and find other informaƟon about 
the character trait from your story that you want to share with your audience.  
 
When you have those boxes filled out then write your IntroducƟon and then your Conclusion/Summary. “Hook” your 
audience with an  interesƟng quote, staƟsƟc or quesƟon that relates to the character trait from your story. Then add  
details to your boxes below to build interest in your topic. When you write your summary/conclusion, refer back to the 
most important points about your character trait that you wanted your audience to  remember and either repeat or 
refer back to your aƩenƟon geƫng statement at the beginning to wrap up your speech.  

 

 

 

  

IntroducƟon 
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Please use this Thema c Web to help research and write your speech…  

Now, on a separate piece of paper, arrange all your informaƟon into an introducƟon, body and conclusion. 
Spend some Ɵme reading over it. Test yourself to see if you can say it without  

looking at your paper. And you’re ready to go!!!  

What tasks would I do?  

 

Would I work in a lab?  

 

Would I work in the field?  

How much money would I make?  

 

 

What kind of lifestyle would this support?  

How long would my work day be?  

 

 

What kind of condiƟons would I work in?  

Very cool facts about this job:  

What kind of degree or 

educaƟon would I need?  

 

 

 

How many years would 

that take?  

 

 

 

How much would that 

cost?  

Where would I have to 

live to have this job? 

(locaƟon) 

 

 

 

Are there jobs like this 

available in Lawrence 

County?  

 

 

 

 

 

    What’s this job called?  

 

 

 

 Would I be helping others?  
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7th-12th graders 

Now, on a separate piece of paper, arrange all your informaƟon into an introducƟon, body and              
conclusion. Spend some Ɵme reading over it. Test yourself to see if you can say it without  

looking at your paper. And you’re ready to go!!!  

Things I’ve done…  Character traits that 4-H has helped me develop… 

 

Leadership?  

 

CiƟzenship?  

How 4-H is like or different from other                 

organizaƟons I’m in…  

Has 4-H made me think of my future? How?  

OpportuniƟes I’m looking 

forward to... 

Benefits of 4-H... 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Central theme—  

 

Think of a movie or book that you can use as a 
parallel to your 4-H experience.  

 

Or an acronym that can spell out the positive 
traits you’ve gained 

 

Or a story you can tell… 

 

 

 


